


The philosophy of the Montana School for the Deaf and the Blind is to extend to all sensory impaired children; those who are deaf, blind, hearing impaired or deaf-blind, an educational program planned, adapted and instructed to provide them with access to the curriculum, skills and knowledge, and social and emotional support which make it possible for them to become self-supporting, engaged members in our communities.  

 The mission of the Montana School for the Deaf and the Blind is to serve as a resource center providing information, consultation, technical assistance and leadership to parents of deaf, blind, hearing impaired or deaf-blind, not yet enrolled in an educational program and public schools where they are enrolled, as well as a comprehensive educational program with residential facilities serving hearing impaired and visually impaired students who cannot successfully be educated in their home districts.  Educational placements, consultation and technical assistance are offer as part of the free and appropriate public education system for students in Montana, provided at no cost to the parents or local education agencies.
 Among the major goals of the school are to provide:
 1.  Information, referral, and counseling and evaluation services, utilizing statewide Outreach Consultants, to help families and local education agencies adjust to the handicapping conditions of hearing impairment or visual impairment and to assist them as they participate in the development of educational planning and programming for their children.

 2.  Early educational intervention services to the hearing impaired or visually impaired preschool children utilizing Parent/Infant Advisors, in the home, to minimize the educational delay common to the handicapping condition of deafness and blindness.  

3.  Specialized educational services germane to the child's handicapping condition inclusive of language acquisition and literacy, speech development, the maximum use of residual hearing and residual vision and independent travel and life skills.

 4.  A comprehensive, center-based educational program which includes an instructional program ranging from preschool to twelfth grade, extra-curricular activities, athletics, vocational education, and supportive services comparable to that of educational opportunities generally afforded to non-handicapped children.

 5.  Opportunities for vocational education and transition planning which will enable students to make a choices in both a vocation and a path for secondary training and to develop fundamental job skills necessary for employment.

 6.  Residential facilities inclusive of childcare services, health services, recreational services, and social education, which includes training in social adjustment and self-concept development.

 Because MSDB can serve students until the age of 21, we have developed strong transition programming for deaf or blind students who have graduated from local districts but have additional needs in the area of communication, independent living, or work development skills.

Along with our regular school program and outreach services, MSDB also runs week long camps for deaf middle school deaf students and middle/high school age blind students during the summer at our Great Falls campus.  There are also special “Learning Weekends” which provide opportunities for families and school district staff to receive training on disability related issues and to develop networks for support.

 For more information please contact:

 Montana School for the Deaf and the Blind

3911 Central Avene

Great Falls, Montana 59405

406-771-6000 v/t 

www.sdb.state.mt.us 

